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CELEBRATING THE LAUNCH OF 

FRESH NEW START 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, several 
years ago I had the privilege of employing a 
brilliant and dedicated young staffer named 
Francis B. Gibbs. Francis was one of my first 
campaign staffers and I was privileged for him 
to come with me to Washington as I began my 
congressional career in 2001. He was a trust-
ed aide and a true friend who always gave me 
the straight answer. He left my office to be-
come Legislative Director, then Chief of Staff 
for U.S. Representative Connie Mack and later 
served as Chief of Staff for the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation. Rooted in principle, 
Francis was an honest, committed public serv-
ant, friend to many, and devoted husband to 
LeAnne and father to children Couper and 
Riley. He faced a world of possibility and 
wasn’t afraid to tackle challenges head on. 

So it was devastating when he received a 
cancer diagnosis that turned his world—and 
that of his family—upside down. It was a chal-
lenge that, despite every effort, he ultimately 
was unable to overcome. Francis passed 
away on May 17, 2013, at the age of 40, leav-
ing behind grieving family and friends who 
could only ask themselves the age-old ques-
tion: ‘‘Why?’’ 

Struggling with the ‘‘why’’ and feeling over-
come by the pain that comes with losing 
someone you love so much can be debili-
tating. Our human nature tells us to withdraw 
from the world, to isolate and self-protect. And 
as hard as it is to pick ourselves up and carry 
on, it is the only way that beauty can be born 
from ashes. 

LeAnne Holdman Gibbs did just that. In the 
midst of her own pain, this extraordinary 
young widow and mother of two young chil-
dren decided that she needed to honor 
Francis’ wish for her and reconnect with the 
world after a year of cancer-caregiving. So 
she took a group of girlfriends on a trip to 
Florence, Italy, using the trip to renew and re-
fresh, to rediscover passions, and to dream 
about her future. 

But it didn’t end there. Before his death, 
Francis and LeAnne talked about how she 
might use her own experience to inspire other 
young women who were in a similar situation. 
As she began her own widowhood journey, 
she was surprised and frustrated to find that 
there were so few resources dedicated to 
serving young cancer widows who had been 
their spouses’ primary caregivers. She was 
determined to do something about that, and 
has since dedicated herself to supporting such 
women. 

The concept for a not-for-profit corporation 
was born. 

With tremendous courage, hard work, and 
help from a core group of friends, LeAnne 
founded Fresh New Start, an organization 
‘‘that seeks to refresh and renew the young 
woman who has lost her husband to cancer 
and to offer encouragement and support as 
she both starts and endures her journey 
through widowhood.’’ Fresh New Start will 
sponsor trips/retreats for selected candidates 
and up to three adult friends to give other 
young cancer widows the opportunity to 

‘‘renew, refresh, and restart.’’ The corporation 
will also serve these women by providing con-
nections to other young cancer widows and 
additional resources for them and their care-
givers. 

Fresh New Start officially launched on the 
first day of spring—March 20, 2014. I am 
proud of LeAnne for honoring Francis’ memory 
by launching Fresh New Start and offer my 
congratulations on the creation of an organiza-
tion that will benefit many young widows for 
years to come and honor the legacy of a 
friend I miss dearly, Francis B. Gibbs. 
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IN HONOR OF GEORGE W. KOCH 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of my friend George W. Koch 
who passed away on January 26, at the age 
of 87. 

George William Koch was born on April 8, 
1926, in Cincinnati. After serving in the Navy 
during World War II, he received a bachelor’s 
degree in business in 1948, a bachelor of laws 
degree in 1950 and a juris doctor degree in 
1950, all from the University of Cincinnati. 

After working as an assistant city attorney in 
Cincinnati, George became director of the 
Ohio Council of Retail Merchants before join-
ing Sears and then the Grocery Manufacturers 
of America. 

George led the Grocery Manufacturers of 
America, GMA, trade association from 1966 to 
1990. He was an inspiring leader who led the 
GMA to become one of the most influential 
and effective trade associations in America. 
Last year, George W. Koch received the first- 
ever Grocery Manufactures Association’s 
Leadership in Public Policy and will name the 
award in his honor going forward. 

As consumers, we all benefit from George’s 
leadership in promoting good practices at 
stores and grocery chains across America. 

Among his countless achievements, George 
is responsible for leading the initiative at GMA 
to introduce the Universal Product Code in 
1974, and the development of tamper-resistant 
packaging in the wake of the Tylenol 
poisonings of 1982. 

He is survived by his wife of 63 years, 
Helen Lawton Koch; his six children, Jorie 
Koch Kenny, Daniel, Patrick, Robert, Monte, 
and Lucy Lawton Koch; and 14 grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the life of 
my friend George W. Koch and to wish his 
family peace and solace during this difficult 
time. 
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TRIBUTE TO CHRYSTAL TAMILLO 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and recognize Chrystal Tamillo of 
Flemings Steakhouse in West Des Moines, 
Iowa, for being named a 2014 Forty Under 40 
honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines area who are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious distinction, 
which is based on a combined criteria of com-
munity involvement and success in their cho-
sen career field. The 2014 class of Forty 
Under 40 honorees join an impressive roster 
of nearly 600 business leaders and growing. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Chrystal in the United 
States Congress and it is with great pride that 
I recognize and applaud Ms. Tamillo for uti-
lizing her talents to better both her community 
and the great state of Iowa. I invite my col-
leagues in the House to join me in congratu-
lating Chrystal on receiving this esteemed 
designation, thanking those at Business 
Record for their great work, and wishing each 
member of the 2014 Forty Under 40 class 
continued success. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I was absent 
from votes earlier this week in order to attend 
the memorial services held for the victims of 
the tragic shooting at Fort Hood, TX, last 
week. Had I been present, I would have voted 
as follows: 
April 7, 2014: 

Rollcall No. 165, Motion to Recommit H.R. 
1872—‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall No. 166, Passage of H.R. 1872— 
‘‘yea.’’ 
April 8, 2014: 

Rollcall No. 167, Motion to Recommit H.R. 
1871—‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall No. 168, Passage of H.R. 1871— 
‘‘yea.’’ 

Rollcall No. 169, Ordering the Previous 
Question on H. Res. 544—‘‘yea.’’ 

Rollcall No. 170, Adoption of H. Res. 544— 
‘‘yea.’’ 
April 9, 2014: 

Rollcall No. 171, Substitute Amendment No. 
1—‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall No. 172, Substitute Amendment No. 
2—‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall No. 173, Substitute Amendment No. 
3—‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall No. 174, Passage of H.R. 4414— 
‘‘yea.’’ 
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HONORING DR. ROBERT EDWARD 
PAINE, JR. 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit these remarks in honor of Dr. Robert 
Edward Paine, Jr.—also known as Dr. Bob or 
Grandoc—of Salem, Virginia, who ‘‘completed 
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